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Background

The Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre is the
public educational centre of the not-for-profit Manuels
River Natural Heritage Society Inc. located on the banks of
the Manuels River, Conception Bay South, Newfoundland
and Labrador. The 13,000 sqg. ft. [1,196 m?] state-of-the-art
interpretation centre showcases internationally-recognized
fossils and serves as a tourist attraction and economic driver
within the community and neighbouring areas. The main
goal of the Manuels River Natural Heritage Society is to
‘preserve and interpret the natural, cultural, and geological
history of the river.” Completed in 2013, the new Manuels
River Hibernia Interpretation Centre forms the epicenter of
the Manuels River Experience.

@ Site plan [courtesy Tract Consulting Inc., St. John's, NL]
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Itis anicon in the developing Conception Bay South area, act-
ing as a first-class tourism destination for the study of pale-
ontology resources. The centre will be a destination for those
seeking a unique experience, and will educate students and
visitors about the geology of the area and the significance of
trilobite fossils that date back more than 500 million years.

Looking east to the rear of the building past the central stair and a portion of
the exhibit area. [Photo: Crockwell Photography, courtesy of Stantec].
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Second floor ] \ - ~ A & Sk, i I! i

@ Floor plans

Permanent exhibition Washroom Vestibule Multipurpose room
Fossil storage Loading Cafe Canteen
Classroom/theatre Staff room Gift shop Kitchen

Stair Storage Reception

Elevator Office Coat room

Elevator room Mechanical room Visitor centre
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Use of Wood/ Millwork Finishes

Wood is used throughout the exterior of the building.
The exterior walls are comprised of light wood fram-
ing, with plywood sheathing, which act as shear walls to
provide structural lateral resistance. The exterior facade
includes sawn eastern white cedar shingles which blend
well with the exposed glulam fascia and timber soffits, as
well as with the natural surroundings while minimizing
maintenance and repair.

Inside, wood is evident in the exposed tongue and groove
decking on the roof, in the natural pine wood window
sills, in the wood fibre-based Tectum acoustic absorption
panels, and in the exposed heavy timber columns and hy-
brid steel and glulam trusses in the multipurpose room.

The approach from the north end of the parking lot [right]. The stairwell on
the north side of the Centre [centre, photo: DBA Consulting Engineers Ltd.].
The vestibule at the top of the exterior stairwell. The exterior wall is built as a
rainscreen and the cedar shingles will weather naturally for low maintenance
[far right]. The multipurpose room [bottom].
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Building Code Analysis

The Occupancy type is a Group A, Division 2. The building
is two storey sprinklered and permitted to have both com-
bustible and non-combustible construction to a maximum
building footprint area of 2,400 m2 All occupant loading
and exiting requirements are according to the National
Buildiing Code of Canada [NBCC].

The floor-ceiling assembly at the second level is a non-rated
fire separation [0 minutes] consisting of a concrete slab on
metal deck. The main assembly hall uses Tectum acoustic
insulation panels made of fibre from sustainably-managed
forests and containing high recycled content. Sound-rated
walls of STC 57 are used around the theatre, and sound iso-
lation gasketing was installed in areas requiring high STC
ratings. The roof is a non fire-rated assembly so wood/com-
bustible construction was permitted.

EmE. SRS TP '-‘ -

Qm

Building section - Stairs and balcony

A Permanent exhibition
B Visitor centre

C Vestibule

D Office
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Building section - Vestibule and balcony

Storage | Elevator

Corridor J Mechanic/electrical room
Canteen K Elevator room
Washroom

PROJECT CREDITS

CLIENT Manuels River Natural Heritage Society Inc.

ARCHITECT Charles Henley, Stantec, St. John's, NL

STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT DBA Consulting Engineers Ltd., St. John's, NL
M&E CONSULTANT Stantec, St. John's, NL

CONTRACTOR Redwood Construction, St. John's, NL

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT Tract Consulting Inc., St. John's, NL

WOOD FABRICATOR Redwood Construction, St. John’s, NL

PHOTOS Crockwell Photography, Stantec and DBA Consulting Engineers Ltd. as indicated
DRAWINGS Stantec, and Tract Consulting Inc. as indicated

COMPLETED 2013
COST $5,000,000
SIZE 13,132 sq. ft. [1,196 m?]
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.. OIWORKS !

ATLANTIC

www.atlanticwoodworks.ca
Atlantic WoodWORKS! is a program of the Maritime Lumber Bureau (MLB).

ATLANTIC WOODWORKS! 1-800-667-9192

OUTSIDE ATLANTIC CANADA 1-902-667-3889

QUEBEC - CECOBOIS 1-418-650-7193

ONTARIO WOODWORKS! 1-866-866-3574

ALBERTA WOODWORKS! 1-780-392-1952

BC WOODWORKS! 1-877-929-W00D(9663)

WOODWORKS! NATIONAL OFFICE 1-800-463-5091 www.wood-works.ca
US PROGRAM help@woodworks.org

Project leadership,
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Supported & funded by

C»allada Brué;swmk . Hew[?.nt{:;a%;:‘rnl

Supported in partnership with

Forest Products
Association of
. MNova Scotia

Supported in partnership with

@ SN ATLANTIC WOOD TRUSS

FPInnovations UNB = FABRICATORS ASSOCIATION
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